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Exploring Civil Rights

Key events of the Civil Rights Movement will be brought to life in this new series.

The years spanning from 1955-1965 in US History were critical to the Civil Rights Movement. Resistance was often met with
violence against Black Americans fighting to end discrimination and segregation. Yet the courage of those yearning for
equal opportunities under the law continued to persevere. With stunning photographs throughout and rich back matter,
each book in this set focuses on a specific year and chronologically follows the detailed events that occurred and the
changes that took place.

Titles include: The Movement: 1955 ¢ The Movement: 1957 ® The Movement: 1960 ® The Movement: 1963 ® The Movement: 1965

Grades: 5-8 | Age: 10-14 | Trim: 6 x 9 |96 pages, full-color and black and white photographs

A sampling of the people
and events include:
1955: Emmett Till, Rosa Parks,
Montgomery bus boycott
1957: Little Rock 9, Civil Rights
Act of 1957, MLK Jr meeting
in Atlanta 1960: Greensboro
4, sit-ins, Ruby Bridges 1963:
University of Alabama, March
on Washington, Birmingham
bombings 1965: Selma to
Montgomery March, Voting
Rights Act, Malcolm X

EXPLORING (IVIL RIGHTS

mnr

EXPLORING CIVIL RIGHTS EXPLORING CIVIL IGI;L[§

|
THE MOVEMENT

1965

“MSCHOLASTIC

THE E MOVEMENT

19601

MSCHOLASTIC

Challenging the Rules
On March 2, 1955, high school junior Claudette
Colvin boarded a Montgomery City Lines bus. She
was riding home on a seat in the middle section.
As the bus continued along its route and picked up
more passengers, every seat became occupied. The
driver, Robert W. Cle , told four Black women,
including Calvin, to give up their seats to the white
riders who were now standing in the aisle.

Three of the four Black riders

A Challenging
Spring

Tn addition to segregated restaurants and schools,
most southern cities had a segregated bus system.

In Montgomery, Alabama, Black citizens were
allowed to use the same buses as white citizens,
but had to follow strict rules.

Black riders were not permitted tosit in the
first 10 seats in the front of the bus. These were
for white riders only. African Americans were
assigned the 10 seats in the back of the bus. In
between the two sections were 16 seats. Anyone
could sitin this middle section, but Black passen-
gers were required to give up their seat if a white
passenger boarded and the first 10 seats were
occupied. Black riders were also expected to pay

surrendered their seats.
Colvin refused. Cleere

became enraged and
called for the police
to deal with the
teen. When the
officers arrived,
they ordered
Colvin to get up.

When she refused, they grabbed
her wrists and dragged her off the bus. Colvin was
forced intoa police car, handcuffed, and taken
tojail. She was charged with assault, disorderly

conduct, and violating Montgomery’s segregation
laws. Colvin remained in jail until her pastor bailed
her out hours later.

News ofthe rrestspread quickly through

their fare at the front of the bus and then walk

back outside to board through the rear door. 5

Titlesin
this series
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y’s African American
Lawyers from the NAACP believed Colvin’s arrest
could be the ideal legal test case to challenge

Montgomery’s segregation laws: Colvin was an

e Each book addresses major moments in civil rights history,
organized chronologically, ties into the school curriculum

e Back matter: timeline, glossary, reference materials, mini-bio
of a modern civil rights activist, and more

¢ Historical photos throughout

* Series expansion into the pre- and post- civil rights era in
the coming seasons.

e Informative sidebars, at least one per chapter, provide cultural
references and explanations of more complex terms

Contact your local Scholastic salesperson for more information or to place an order
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